








lowever, we went to Scarborough on Sunday, March 9th, and that 
)n Mr. Vanderlip rehearsed the whole situation to me. Without 
oo much time to go into it, this is the story: 

s former Assistant Secretary of the Treasury and later as  Vice- 
nt and President of the National City Bank (which as  a great 
1 institution, naturally had to be in close touch with Washington 

Mr. Vanderlip had many sources of information concerning 
that were going on in this beautiful, unhappy city. After his 
3nt he continued t o  receive much Washington information of the 
speak of as "inside". For example, he had information, at the time, 

tary Fall's more than dubious association with oil interests; also he 
great corruption in other departments of the Government, and had 
a perfect understanding of the fact-well known in  Washington, 

fully understood by the country even yet -that President Harding 
rounded by a group of personal friends and associates who were of 
g but high character. 

s an  old newspaper man, Mr. Vanderlip knows that  Washington is 
a hotbed of gossip; he felt that  the gossip was becoming so wide- 
ss dangerously to shake public confidence in the Government, and 
in my mind now absolutely no question that his Briarcliff speech 

,, as  i t  was made to appear, largely composed of mere slanderous 
~ u t  that various rumors of scandal he referred to were mentioned by 
?ly as current reports which, for the public good, ought to be investi- 
nd proven true or false. This can be established in  various ways. 
lderlip did not know a t  the time that a local newspaper made a 
aphic report of his speech; as  he testified before the  Senate 
tee investigating the oil scandal, he spoke from notes and believed 
report of the speech existed; i t  is a great pity he did not then know of 
tence of the stenographic report. My friend, John D. Pearmain, a 
1 man and the finest sort of fellow, however, heard the speech and 
me about it. He met Mr. Vanderlip for the first time on the day the 
was made and he assures me that Mr. Vanderlip specifically 
1 in the speech that the "Marion Star" rumor ought to be investi- 
I order t o  clear Hardiny's name. [In the Briarcliff Speech, Mr. 
.ip said, "There is a r u m o r  that  President Harding sold his 
,er, the 'Marion Star' for many times its value."] Pearmain talked 
tter over with Vanderlip that  evening, after having heard the 
In telling me about it, he said: "I asked him whether he thought 

; or Wilson had either of them been personally corrupt and he 
.nstantly and vigorously, 'Not a t  all, but I feel certain that  thorough 
ation would reveal a lamentable amount of corruption in their 
itrations'." 
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